
Current Status of Development
   MEK has had numerous meetings 
with the Roma community champion 
in Boldog.  Champions are residents 
of the community who are leaders 
who seek development through 
wholistic methods such as CHE. 
  Two community focus meetings 
followed.  There was an attempt to 
set up a Briquette Machine Build Day  
in October, 2013 as a seed project.  
Thirty families in the village 
committed, but we have had to put 
this project off until the spring.    
Currently MEK teams are doing 
home-to-home visitations to build 
relations, explain the next steps in 
community development and build 
awareness and mobilization toward 
a community adult health screening 
in late March, 2014.  This screening, 
to be done by an American and 
Hungarian medical team, will 
provide baselines to help measure 
future progress in various areas of 
development.  
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Next Phase of Development
After the health screening in the spring, 
MEK  will measure if the village is ready 
to select a Community Leadership 
Team, to be trained by the MEK Team.  
They will prioritize health, educational, 
economic, relational and spiritual needs 
for the community to address.

Annual Cost of Project: $14,900
  MEK Team Salaries & taxes   $ 9,600
  Business Costs:            $ 3,000
  Transportation:                    $ 1,200
  Training                       $ 1,100
  Total:          $14,900*  
   *less than $50 per villager per year

*Boldog

How YOU Can Help in Boldog
Become a Business, Foundation, Church 
or Personal Partner in the “wholistic” 
development of the Boldog community.  
Partners provide financial, consultation, 
short-term-team support on an on-
going basis. 

If you would like to discuss partnering, 
call Rev. Ron Seck, CHE Central Europe 
Coordinator 586-419-8728 or write 
ronseck@me.com 

Village meeting with Roma in Boldog to 
demonstrate a briquette making machine.

mailto:ronseck@me.com
mailto:ronseck@me.com


Boldog Roma Community project 

Boldog is an ancient Hungarian village 
where many of the inhabitants still 
cling to old and traditional ways of 
living, resisting the encroaching 
outside society.  The Roma in this 
community live in a poor ghetto on the 
south side of the village where they 
have co-existed with the host 
population for many decades.

Location: Heves county, 7 kilometers 
from the larger city of Hatvan

Total Population: A village of 3000.

Population of Roma: 300 plus

Location of Roma:  separate ghetto on 
south side of Boldog.

Unemployment Rate of Roma:   Nearly 
100% for full-time regular jobs.  
Currently the EU is supplying grants for 
four months of community work or job 
training per year.  For 8 months, the 
Roma in Boldog seek temporary jobs 
doing agricultural work.

• Strong MEK Champion - a long-time 
Christian believer who has written and 
won grants for Boldog Roma in the 
past.  Many in village support her.

• Mayor is pro-Roma.
• Roma mainly live on two streets. 
• Most homes seem basically solid. 
• Roma do not see a great deal of 

prejudice in Boldog, compared with 
other villages.

• Land and gardens seem to be available 
for farming.

Identified Community ResourcesIdentified Community Needs

 Economic
• Lack of jobs, regular or seasonal
• Most families live on $150 monthly assistance
• Few gardens or attempts to farm
• In winter must choose between food or fuel
Educational
• No pre or primary school in the village  
• Most have less than 8th grade education
• Lack of skill/job training for young adults
Community 
• No community center or sports field for Roma.
• Drug use growing among teens & young adults
• Little cohesiveness or organization
• Few Roma leaders
Health
• High rates of serious disease among Roma
• 90% smoking among adults
• Eye-diseases and birth defects among 

children.
Religion
• Mostly non-Christian population
• No church in village for Roma
Family
• Early marriage and child-birth
• High rates of divorce and living together 

without marriage
• Need for parenting skills
Homes
• Some have no water or electricity.
• Most do not have indoor plumbing.
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